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Action Note 2026/08/01: Chapter 2.2: AMI – Movement of animals within GB


Purpose

This Action Note informs staff of updated instructions, outlined in the SMOC, relating to movements of live animals from abattoirs in Scotland to farms or other abattoirs within Great Britain.

Background

Following discussions with the Scottish Government, it has been confirmed that:

· Movements of cattle, sheep, goat and swine from a Scottish abattoir to another abattoir in England or Wales, are not normally allowed. Such movements may only be considered in highly exceptional circumstances and only where not suitable alternative abattoirs exist within Scotland. Any movement to an abattoir in England or Wales requires a specific movement licence issued through APHA. 
· Movements of animals from a Scottish abattoir back to a farm anywhere in Great Britain require an individual licence issued by the Scottish Government, irrespective of the destination. Where the receiving farm is located in England or Wales, the Scottish Government will consult the relevant administration prior to issuing a licence.

Procedure to move animals from a Scottish abattoir back to farm within GB 

Where there is a genuine and justified reason, the movement of cattle and sheep, and exceptionally pigs, from a Scottish slaughterhouse back to a farm within Great Britain may be authorised under a specific movement licence. 

Where animals are to be moved from an abattoir back to a farm:
· The FBO must first inform the OV;
· Completion of Annex 4 remains mandatory for cattle, sheep and goats;
· Movements of pigs back to farm are generally not permitted but may be considered in exceptional circumstances. In such cases, the OV must consult with their VA before any decision is made.

[bookmark: _Int_ozyg6Y5X]The OV must assess each request on a case-by-case basis, taking into account all relevant factors. Approval of any such movement is contingent upon assurance that:
· The animals are not subject to any animal health restrictions;
· The animals do not exhibit clinical signs of any notifiable or transmissible disease;
· The welfare of the animals is not compromised and are fit for travel

Procedure to move animals from a Scottish abattoir to any abattoir in England & Wales
In highly exceptional circumstances, and only if no Scottish alternative exists, a special movement licence request can be made to APHA to move a live animal from an abattoir in Scotland to an English/Welsh abattoir. APHA and DEFRA will assess any request, taking in consideration all information available, the welfare of the animal involved, and risks of disease spread.  FBOs should be advised that approval is not guaranteed and such applications are likely to be refused unless exceptional justification can be demonstrated. During any consideration period, the FBO remains responsible for the welfare of the animals.

Where animals are to be moved from an abattoir to another abattoir:

· The exceptional licence requests for movement between England/Wales and Scotland must be made by the FBO to the FSS OV who in turn will direct the request to APHA.
· The request should be put by the FSS OV to APHA offices through the Customer Advice Team for England: customeradvice@apha.gov.uk copying your FSS Vet Advisor (VA), in case of doubt you can always contact your FSS VA for advice prior to submitting the request to APHA.
In the email, the OVs should explain what the exceptional circumstances and all the relevant information about the animal/case are as per below: 
· species
· number of animals
· Description (brief description – age, identification etc.)
· address for both ends,
· when and why the request is placed including why more local solutions are not applicable;
· distance of the proposed movement.
Please note the above list is not exhaustive, so please add any other information that may be relevant. Also ensure that animals are not under any movement restrictions (e.g. TB).

Exceptional circumstances could include, but not limited to:

· Production/line breakdowns
· Fire/flood
· Any other situation compromising the welfare of the animals with no other obvious solution (e.g. oversized animal that cannot safely be slaughtered)

Procedure to move animals from a Scottish abattoir to another Scottish abattoir:
Where there is a genuine and justifiable reason, cattle, sheep and goats may be moved from one Scottish slaughterhouse to another Scottish slaughterhouse.
Pigs may also be moved in exceptional circumstances.
In these situations:
· No special licence is required.
· The OV must ensure that animal health and welfare requirements are met.
· Animals must not be subject to statutory movement restrictions.
Instructions for poultry remain unchanged:
· The movement of live birds back to farm should be avoided. However, in exceptional circumstances, such movement may be considered.
· There are no licensing requirements for the movement of live poultry from a slaughterhouse.
· Any such movement is at the discretion of the OV, following consultation with the VA.

Revise Annex 4

For all applications requiring a specific licence to return animals back to a farm, an updated version of Annex 4 must be used (see Annex I).

The revised Annex includes:
· Additional information required by the Scottish Government to support licensing decisions.


Field Staff are required to:

· Note the contents of the Action Note, plant attending OVs to ensure that the Action Note is read by all FSS staff and this is noted in the Action/Information Log.
· All FSS staff to follow the new instructions immediately upon publication of this AN.
· Print a copy for the plant file together with an Action/ Information Log found at the end of this Action/Information Note. 

This Action Note will be:

· Uploaded to the Action Note Live Folder and Operation tracker log on SharePoint.
· Forwarded to Website mailbox (websiteteam@fss.scot) for publication on our website.

The Action Note will remain live until either incorporated in the SMOC, or revoked.
Copies of the live and revoked Action Notes can be found on SharePoint.
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Please note that to open the embedded Annex I the Action Note must be saved in your computer. 

Action/Information Log
	
	
	

	Action/Information Number [delete as appropriate]: 

	SMOC Chapter:

	Implementation/Revocation Date [delete as appropriate]:


(Signing the charter below certifies that the Action/Information has been read and understood)
	Print Name
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ANNEX 4

Application for a licence for the exceptional movement of CATTLE, SHEEP, GOATS and SWINE from a slaughterhouse within Scotland

The Disease Control Interim Measures (Scotland) Order 2002 (as amended)

		1.

		Name, address and approval number of the Food Business Operator (premises from which the animals are to be moved)

		     





		2.

		Species, number and description (including identification) of the animal/s to be moved

		     



		3.

		Reason for movement



		.



		4.

		Species estimated number and description of other animals present at the abattoir. Indicate whether all animals will be processed on the same day, or if any will remain on-site or be moved elsewhere

		     



		5.

		Address of the premises to which the animals are to be moved

		 



		6.

		Name and contact details (e-mail and phone) of Official Veterinarian (OV) agreeing the request. 

		     





		7.

		Signed declaration by FSS OV if movement is agreed. 

		I hereby, confirm that an assessment was conducted by the FSS OV from an animal health and welfare perspective and no signs of disease, or welfare being compromised have been observed. Therefore, the animal (s) are considered fit for travel. 


OV signature:


     



		8.

		Name and contact details (e-mail and phone) of Veterinary Advisor (VA) supporting the OV decision 

		





The OV is then to e-mail the request to animal.health@gov.scot (copying the FSS Vet Advisor) (fax 0300 244 9797) with a telephone alert call to 0300 2449874. 
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