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Action Note 2026/02/01: Chapter 2.4: PMI– Change of testing laboratory


Purpose

This Action Note is to inform staff of the forthcoming closure of Biobest, who currently provides Trichinella testing and reporting services, and to confirm the transition of these services to the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA). It sets out the arrangements to ensure continuity of service and provides instructions for recording samples during the transition.

Background

FSS has historically utilised Biobest for the testing and reporting of Trichinella samples. Biobest has formally advised FSS that they will cease operations at the end of January.
To avoid any disruption to official controls, FSS has arranged for Trichinella testing and reporting services to be transferred to the APHA.

Procedures

The final Trichinella samples to be processed by Biobest must arrive at their laboratory no later than Friday 13 February 2026. Any samples that cannot be delivered to Biobest by this deadline must instead be submitted to the APHA laboratory.
For samples submitted to APHA, an updated version of form PMI 4/18 must be used (see Annex I). The revisions to PMI 4/18 relate solely to the laboratory address for Trichinella sample submission, which is now as follows:

FAO Krishnaveni Illa
29G15
APHA
York Biotech Campus
Sand Hutton
York
YO41 1LZ

Implementation of this change is expected mid-February (week commencing 16/02/2026). From 16 February 2026 onwards, all Trichinella sample collections booked via Topspeed will be delivered to the APHA laboratory. This is an administrative change only and does not affect existing Trichinella sampling or testing requirements.

For island establishments, Trichinella samples will continue to be submitted via Royal Mail, with no anticipated change to the current service.

At present, the APHA laboratory will not appear as a selectable option within OWS. Until further notice, when recording Trichinella sampling on OWS, staff must:

· Select “Other – Specify” in the Laboratory field;
· Enter “APHA Laboratory” in the comments section.

Pre-printed labels with the lab address will be provided to all plants sampling by FSS Operations admin team.

Field Staff are required to:

· Note the contents of the Action Note, plant attending OVs to ensure that the Action Note is read by all FSS staff and this is noted in the Action/ Information Log.
· All FSS staff to follow the new instructions immediately upon publication of this AN.
· Print a copy for the plant file together with an Action/ Information Log found at the end of this Action/Information Note. 

This Action Note will be:

· Uploaded to the Action Note Live Folder and Operation tracker log on SharePoint.
· Forwarded to Website mailbox (websiteteam@fss.scot) for publication on our website.

The Action Note will remain live until either incorporated in the SMOC, or revoked.
Copies of the live and revoked Action Notes can be found on SharePoint.
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		Trichinella Testing Submission Form
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Section 1: For completion by FSS/FBO Assistance staff submitting the samples



		Establishment Name:

		     

		Approval No.:

		     







Animal category       Required Information                                   Lab of destination

(enter ‘x’ cross in one box)    (enter ‘x’ cross in one box)                                                     



Domestic Pig:             Controlled Housing:   Yes           No            APHA York 	



Wild Boar:                  Wild:            Farmed:                                   



Soliped:                       Note: Samples from different categories must not be pooled



		Number of carcases sampled and pooled:

		     

		

		

TCH Barcode Label



Affix label here



		

Individual sample weights:

		











		

		



		Email address for receipt

of results:

		     

		

		



		

		

		

		



		Date of Despatch to Laboratory:

		     

		

		







		Name in BLOCK letters:

		     

		Designation:

		     







		Signature:

		

		Date:

		     







		When completed photocopy this form and send as follows:

· ORIGINAL – To be sent to Laboratory with sample

· PHOTOCOPY – Retain a copy of the completed form for 1 year and then destroy













Section 2: How to receive Trichinella test results

		Trichinella testing is an official control and the FSS Operations Group is responsible for obtaining the result. 



By default, a laboratory report containing results will be sent to the distribution lists provided by FSS, where a distribution list requires updating please contact FSSSLAandContracts@fss.scot with the details
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