ANNEX 2
Phytoplankton monitoring is being carried by Scottish Association for Marine Science (SAMS) on behalf of the Food Standards Agency Scotland.

Water samples are collected from designated shellfish growing areas and analyzed, by light microscopy, for various species of phytoplankton.

Alert Level Phytoplankton concentrations have been set as follows and harvesters should take the necessary precautions if wanting to harvest under alert conditions:

	Biotoxin 
	Phytoplankton 
	Alert 

	PSP 
	Alexandrium 

(Saxitoxin)
	Greater than or equal than 40 cells/litre of Alexandrium 

	DSP 
	Dinophysis 

(Okadaic Acid)
	Greater than or equal to 100 cells/litre of Dinophysis, and by historical data. 

	ASP 
	Pseudo-nitzschia 

(Domoic Acid)
	Greater than or equal to 50,000 cells/litre of Pseudo-nitzschia, and/or historical data 


Alert and Action Table

Should you require any further information regarding harvesting or the interpretation of results, please contact your Local Authority or the Food Standards Agency Scotland for advice.
