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20.   Introduction 
Testing of cattle, sheep and goats for TSE diseases provides information on the level of these 
diseases in these animals.  This information enables the effectiveness of disease control 
measures to be assessed and helps to ensure that controls to protect consumers are 
proportionate to the risk. 

Removal of specified risk material is the key public health protection measure for BSE while the 
disposal of any cattle that test positive for BSE (and the one before and two after on the slaughter 
line) further reduces the possible risk to consumers of exposure to BSE. 

Failure to follow TSE testing requirements would be a breach of UK and EU law and could 
undermine the public’s confidence in the safety of UK meat production. 
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20.1.   Legislation 
The rules for the prevention, control and eradication of TSEs, including the requirements for BSE / 
TSE testing, are laid down in Regulation (EC) 999/2001 as amended.  This Regulation is directly 
applicable in the UK and is administered and enforced through the following legislation: 

 England – The Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies (England) Regulations 2010 (SI 
No. 2010/801) (as amended)  

 Wales – The Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies (Wales) Regulations 2008 (SI No. 
2008/3154 (W.252)) (as amended) 

 Scotland – The Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies (Scotland)  Regulations 2010 
(SSI No. 2010/177)   

 Northern Ireland – The Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 2010 (SR 2010 No. 406)  

  

20.2.   Cattle born before 1 August 1996 
Cattle born or reared in the UK before 1 August 1996 are ineligible for the food supply.  This 
includes cattle imported before 1 August 1996 but not cattle imported on or after 1 August 1996.   
 

20.3.   Slaughter of cattle that require BSE testing 
“At risk” cattle aged over 48 months (O48M) and other cattle that require testing must receive a 
negative BSE test result before they are permitted to enter the food supply.   

Cattle that were not born in one of the countries listed in the Annex to ‘Commission Decision 
2009/719’ must be tested if aged over 30 months when slaughtered or over 24 months if subject 
to emergency slaughter or the OV judges testing is necessary at ante mortem inspection.  See 
‘Annex 1.’ which illustrates the BSE testing requirements for all cattle. 

The slaughter for human consumption of cattle that require BSE testing may take place only in 
abattoirs that have a required method of operation (RMOP) approved by the FSA in England and 
Wales, FSS in Scotland or DAERA in NI.    

For abattoirs that wish to slaughter cattle that require BSE testing, the approval process involves a 
series of steps.  In summary these are: 

 The premises must meet certain minimum requirements (the prerequisites).  If the 
prerequisites are not in place, an application will not proceed. 

 The FBO will need to document the proposed process in an RMOP.  The RMOP must set out 
the procedures that will be followed to ensure the FBO complies with the BSE testing 
requirements and the processing of those animals. 

 The completed RMOP is reviewed by the FSA OV (DAERA in NI) and verified by FSA Field 
Management. 

 The OV’s signature constitutes approval to slaughter cattle for human consumption that 
require a BSE test. 
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http://www.food.gov.uk/enforcement/sectorrules/meatplantsprems
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http://www.publications.europa.eu/code/pdf/370000en.htm
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http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency
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https://www.food.gov.uk/enforcement/sectorrules/meatplantsprems/otmplants
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https://www.food.gov.uk/enforcement/sectorrules/meatplantsprems/otmplants
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https://www.food.gov.uk/enforcement/sectorrules/meatplantsprems/otmplants
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http://www.gov.uk/fallen-stock
http://www.gov.uk/fallen-stock
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Annex 1   Table illustrating the BSE testing requirements for all cattle 
 
Country of birth Eartag Country Codes BSE Testing age from 1 March 2013 

Healthy 
Slaughter 
Cattle 

Emergency 
slaughter and 
sick at ante 
mortem (fit for 
human 
consumption) 

Fallen Stock 
(not fit for 
human 
consumption) 
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Belgium BE 
Cyprus CY 
Czech Republic CZ 
Denmark DK 
Estonia EE 
Finland FI 
France FR 
Germany DE 
Greece EL 
Hungary HU 
Ireland (ROI) IE 
Italy IT 
Latvia LV 
Lithuania LT 
Luxemburg LU 
Malta MT 
Netherlands NL 
Poland PL 
Portugal PT 
Slovakia SK 
Slovenia SI 
Spain ES 
Sweden SE 
UK (including 
Channel Islands 
and Isle of Man) 

UK 

     

Bulgaria BG 
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Croatia HR 
Romania RO 
All other countries UK (if not slaughtered 

within 20 days of 
import; import 
information is shown 
on the inside back 
page of the cheque-
book style passport) 
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