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To: Lead Food Officers
CC: CoSLA, REHIS, SFELC
10 February 2015                                                                REF: ENF/S/15/002
Dear colleagues,

PROPOSAL TO PUBLISH FULL ADDRESS DETAILS OF ALL 
UK APPROVED ESTABLISHMENTS

Local Authorities are asked to note the FSA proposal to provide access for consumers to the full postal addresses of all approved food establishments.
The FSA has written to interested parties in the meat, fish, dairy and egg sector regarding this proposal. Copies of these letters are attached for your reference. 

Background

The FSA is required under Article 31(2)(f) to “maintain up-to-date lists of approved establishments and make them available to other Member States and to the public.” 

This information is currently published on food.gov.uk
. “The Technical Specification In Relation To The Master List And The Lists Of EU Approved Food Establishments And Certain Other Specified Food Establishments”
 requires only the town/region of the approved establishment and not the full address. 
Historically, one of the reasons for not publishing full address details on the FSA website, and for declining to disclose address details in response to Freedom of Information (FOI) requests, was the concern that putting postcode information into the public domain could facilitate harassment by activists and, as such, under the FOI Act, we have previously applied the exemption under  section 38 of the FOI Act (health and safety). In addition, some food business operators (FBOs) are sole traders or partnerships and under the Data Protection Act, their establishment address details are classed as personal data and as such may be exempt under section 40 of the FOI Act.

Proposal

As large numbers of businesses (including sole traders) now advertise their details (including location) on the internet, the reasons for the FSA withholding this information is becoming less easy to justify. On this basis the FSA is now proposing to include full address details on the published list of approved establishments. 

This publication of full address details will also bring the FSA into line with the vast majority of EU Member States who readily publish addresses of approved establishments and, furthermore, would provide a medium by which potential customers can find an address for producers in their area. 

A mailshot to all currently approved establishments will provide FBOs with the opportunity to opt out of having their full address details published. Application forms will also require a change to include an option for future FBO’s to indicate whether they are content for their full address to be disclosed. 

The FSA in Scotland is finalising the exact mechanism by which Approval Information will be displayed on the Food Standards Scotland Website that also provides access to U.K Approval information
I will keep Local Authorities informed of the progress of this proposal and the change to the application form which will also require a change to the notification process which informs the FSA of newly approved LA establishments. 

If you have any comments on the overall proposal detailed in the letters to Interested Parties or how the notification process might best work then please contact Karen Robertson at: 
karen.robertson@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk.   

Yours faithfully

Karen Robertson
Food Standards Agency in Scotland
01224 288362
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.food.gov.uk/enforcement/sectorrules" �http://www.food.gov.uk/enforcement/sectorrules� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/biosafety/establishments/techspecs_en.pdf" �http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/biosafety/establishments/techspecs_en.pdf� 
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