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Action Note 2024/12/02: Chapter 2.4 PMI: Recording of Weights for Individual Trichinella Samples

Purpose

This Action Note is to advise of an additional step added to the Trichinella sampling process, which requires the individual weight of each sample to be recorded on the PMI 4/18 form.

Following an audit of Biobest by the National Reference Laboratory (NRL) for Trichinella (APHA), a recommendation has been made that the individual weight of each sample collected should be recorded and included in the submissions to the laboratory to allow for the verification by the lab that each individual sample is compliant with minimum sample weight requirement for testing.

As each sample collected should be weighed as per present SMOC instructions, we have updated the PMI 4/18 to add a new row to record each sample weight.

Procedure

All staff involved in the collection of Trichinella samples to be sent to the Biobest laboratory are to ensure they are using the updated PMI 4/18 submission form (Annex 1) and are recording the individual sample weights for each sample.
Any submission without individual weights recorded will be rejected by the lab.
Chapter 9 (Forms) will be amended to include the new PMI 4/18 form. 

Field Staff are required to:

· Note the contents of the Action Note, plant attending OVs to ensure that the Action Note is printed off and read by all FSS staff and this is noted in the Action/Information Log.

This Action Note will be:
· Uploaded to the Action Note Live Folder and Operation tracker log on SharePoint.
· Forwarded to Website mailbox (websiteteam@fss.scot) for publication on our website.

The Action Note will remain live until either incorporated in the SMOC, or revoked.
Copies of the live and revoked Action Notes can be found on SharePoint.
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		Trichinella Testing Submission Form
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Section 1: For completion by FSS staff submitting the samples



		Establishment Name:

		

		Approval No.:

		 







Animal category       Required Information                                   Lab of destination

(enter ‘x’ cross in one box)    (enter ‘x’ cross in one box)                                                     (enter ‘x’ cross in one box)

xXxx



Domestic Pig:              Controlled Housing:  Yes            No          Biobest:	



Wild Boar:                  Wild:            Farmed:                                   APHA Weybridge (Re-test):



Soliped:                       Note: Samples from different categories must not be pooled



		Number of carcases sampled and pooled:

		

		







		

TCH Barcode Label



Affix label here



		

Individual sample weights:

		











		

		



		



		

		

		



		Email address for receipt

of results:

		

		

		



		

		

		

		



		Date of Despatch to Laboratory:

		

		

		







		Name in BLOCK letters:

		

		Designation:

		







		Signature:

		

		Date:

		     







		When completed, photocopy this form and send as follows:

· ORIGINAL – Send to Laboratory with sample/s

· PHOTOCOPY – Retain for 1 year in plant and then destroy









Section 2: How to receive Trichinella test results

		Trichinella testing is an official control and FSS Operations is responsible for obtaining the result. 



By default, a laboratory report containing results will be sent by e-mail to the address specified above.
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