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Action Note 2024/08/01: Chapter 3: Imported and Exported meat and animals – Re-import of consignments of POAO rejected at an EU BCP or Northern Ireland point of entry

Purpose

The purpose of this Action Note is to ensure all Authorised Officers (AOs) are aware of the procedures for the re-importation of products of animal origin (POAOs) rejected at an EU BCP or Northern Ireland point of entry and know what actions to take in these cases.

Background

The following link provides APHA guidance relating to GB returns and confirms the interim position for goods rejected at EU BCPs or Northern Ireland point of entry, in light of the new Official Controls which commenced in April 2024: APHA Importer Information Note (IIN) RPTC/1.

Specifically, any FBO who plans to return rejected POAO to GB, when allowed by the GB BCP, needs to apply for and receive an authorisation from APHA before shipping. APHA will assess the risk to animal health and where the product was dispatched from an establishment in Scotland, will liaise with FSS in order to consider the risk to public health.

FSS will advise APHA on whether FSS is content with the re-import. For POAO, if an Authorisation is to be issued, it is APHA, not FSS, that issue it (see Annex 1 as an example of the Authorisation).

Please be aware that OVs at FSS approved establishment do not have any role to play in the authorisation for reimportation of rejected consignments and should not sign any documentation requested by FBOs or EU BCPs for that purpose.

Procedure 

Normally, when FSS get consulted by APHA on the risk to public health associated with the return of a consignment, we would inform the relevant plant OV in advance. However, please remain vigilant and if you notice that a rejected consignment has arrived at the establishment you are attending, ask for documentation accompanying the consignment, which should include the APHA authorisation (see Annex 1 as an example).

If you become aware of an FBO intending to return a rejected POAO consignment to your establishment or if you notice that a rejected consignment has been received at your plant without APHA authorisation, please contact imports@apha.gov.uk with FSS operations@fss.scot  and the relevant FSS VA copied in, to establish whether authorisation has been applied for or issued.

If a consignment has been authorised, the OV should ask to see the Authorisation to ensure any conditions, e.g. the LA to monitor return and check compliance, were met.

If a consignment has been returned without authorisation, it would be deemed an illegal import and should be referred immediately to the Area VA for further guidance. 

Guidance on return of food products containing POAO rejected at an EU BCP or Northern Ireland point of entry for FBOs can be found at this link. 



Field Staff are required to:
· Note the contents of the Action Note. Plant attending OVs to ensure that the Action Note is read by all FSS staff, and this is noted in the Action/Information Log.
· Plant attending OVs to discuss and share the above with their FBOs.

This Action Note will be:
· Uploaded to the Action Note Live Folder and Operation tracker log on SharePoint.

The Action Note will remain live until formally incorporated in the SMOC or revoked.
Copies of the live and revoked Action/Information Notes can be found on SharePoint.


	Action Note drafted by
	Action Note agreed by
	Published
	Revoked

	Olivia Andronic
	Elena McWatt
	Chris Quick
	

	10/06/2024
	16/08/2024
	16/08/2024
	




Annex 1




2

image1.emf
Example 

Authorisation - Products EU Rejection.pdf


Example Authorisation - Products EU Rejection.pdf


Authorisation No: 


DEPARTMENT FOR ENVIRONMENT FOOD AND RURAL AFFAIRS 


Animal Health and Welfare Act 1984 


The Trade in Animals and Related Products (EU Exit) Regulations 2020 


The Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, by this authorisation issued under Schedule 
5 of Trade in Animals and Related Products (EU Exit) Regulation 2020, hereby authorises:  


Name and  
Full Postal Address 


to land in England in accordance with the conditions set out below 


Product and quantity 


following refusal of entry into the EU from the EU BCP 


EU BCP Name 


at 


Port of Entry and 
date of expected 
entry 


until 


     Date of expiry 


Dated  ../../..     On behalf of the Secretary of State  
for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 


SAMPLE







Authorisation No:  
 


CONDITIONS ATTACHED TO THIS AUTHORISATION 
 


• The consignment can enter Great Britain at any established port and is exempt from Border Control 
Post checks on entry.  


• The consignment must travel to the destination address as stated in this authorisation. The 
consignment must be accompanied by this authorisation to the destination. 


NOTES 


a. Nothing in this authorisation gives exemption from any prohibition or restriction imposed by the EU or in 
any other legislation, including:  the provisions of the Food Safety Act 1990 and Regulations made under 
it, the Animal By-Products (Enforcement) (England) Regulations 2013, the Marketing Authorisations for 
Veterinary Medicinal Products Regulations 1994, or by any regulation superseding or amending the 
same.   


 
b. This is not a Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (BEIS) licence and gives no 


exemption from any prohibition, regulation or restriction imposed by BEIS. 
 
c. This authorisation is granted under animal health and public health legislation and gives no exemption 


from any prohibition, regulation or restriction imposed by any other Government Department or Agency. 
 
d. Please note that this authorisation is current at the time of its issue. Importers should check the gov.uk to 


ensure conditions to apply for re-import have not changed. 
 


e. Any products imported under this authorisation and associated paperwork shall be made available if so 
required for inspection by an Officer of the Animal Health and Plant Health Agency at any place 
nominated by him/her for such inspection.  The importer or his agent shall afford all assistance 
necessary to such an officer to enable him/her to carry out the inspection in such a manner as he/she 
shall determine and the importer shall be responsible for meeting any costs of carrying out such an 
inspection. 
 


f. Under the HMRC Customs Code, goods that leave UK territory automatically lose their UK domestic 
status and free circulation status. Goods that are not cleared for entry in the importing country must 
complete a full customs import declaration in order to return to the UK and re-instate their UK 
domestic/free circulation status. For more information please see HMRC’s website, cross-government 
guidance https://www.gov.uk/guidance/returning-goods-to-the-uk and refer to the Border Operating 
Model: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-border-operating-model 
 


 
CAUTION 


It is the importer's responsibility to ensure that any import covered by this authorisation complies with the terms and 
conditions as set out. 


Any breach of any conditions attached to this authorisation will constitute an offence against the Animal Health Act 
1981. 


 


  SAMPLE
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Authorisation No:  
 
CONTACT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: 


Animal and Plant Health Agency  


Imports Team 
Centre for International Trade 
Eden Bridge House 
Lowther Street 
Carlisle,  CA3 8DX  
 
Tel: 03000 200 301 
  
Email: imports@apha.gov.uk 
 


Food Standards Agency 


7th Floor,  
Clive House 
70 Petty France 
London, SW1H 9EX 
  
Tel: 020 7276 8018   
Fax: 020 7276 8289   
 
Email:  imported.food@food.gov.uk   
Email:  imported.food@food.gov.uk   
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